
Calling all musicians of any age, any instrument, any level of expertise… 

I’m Jon Gore, an ex-Widcombe/ now RAS parent – a few years ago I set up a parent orchestra, which grew 

to over 50 before lockdown, and we’ve been running our junior school orchestra for the last few years.  

We’re expanding both more widely across the PAT and we’d love to welcome both children and parents 

from Winsley Primary School.  I popped in last Friday to tell KS2 children about it and they were very keen! 

The junior band rehearses in the Ralph Allen music rooms every Monday from 6.15 – 7.30pm.  All children 

are welcome, on any instrument, any level of expertise, from year 3 upwards.  At Widcombe we’ve had 

grade 4 musicians alongside musicians who can only play 4 notes!  The children choose the tunes, which we 

arrange ourselves, so in the past we’ve had Guns’n’Roses and Bon Jovi alongside Hall of the Mountain King.  

The band has performed in assemblies and school fairs, busked in Southgate, and we’re gearing up for a 

joint Christmas gig alongside the parent orchestra.  If you’re interested in joining, please let me know your 

school, year group, instrument and level of experience, plus ideally a photo of some tunes you are currently 

working on. 

The parent orchestra rehearses on the 2nd Saturday morning of each month, usually in Widcombe Junior 

school hall.  We arrange our own music and play an eclectic mix of jazz, rock and pop alongside the odd 

classical piece – this term’s repertoire includes Led Zeppelin, Britney Spears, Fatboy Slim and some James 

Bond themes alongside the theme from Cinema Paradiso.  We’ve busked in town, played in bandstands and 

at Party in the City, and performed a “serious” concert in St Michaels church opposite Waitrose in town.  

Most members are keen but rusty and hadn’t picked up their instrument for 15 years before joining.  It’s 

very relaxed and people turn up when they can, usually with children who charge around outside and pop 

in every so often for a listen, although with Covid we’ve had to restrict that for the moment.  Feel free to 

drop in to part or all of a rehearsal, and join in or just watch and see what you think. 

We also run a “Youth squad” for secondary school musicians, and occasionally a family event, which has 

involved up to 80 musicians, from 6 year old beginners to parents at grade 8+ and the full range in 

between. 

We are looking for more parent helpers, as we expand the band.  In the past we’ve had up to 6 parents 

from the orchestra helping out with the junior band, plus a Duke of Edinburgh student and occasionally 

some older siblings.  That ratio allows us to really support the children and they have sounded brilliant.  To 

provide some continuity to the children, we’d like to have at least one adult from each school, ideally more. 

If you’re interested in any of these groups, or are able to help out, or just have any questions, then please 

contact me at JonLGore@gmail.com 
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